
Thanks for picking up a programme. As you will see the lo-
cal group of the RSPB has a full diary of events over the 
next 12 months, covering a huge variety of interests and 
opportunities.  Why not come along to one of them?

Indoor meetings
All meetings are held in Pangbourne Village Hall, Pangbourne, next 
to The Elephant (formerly known as The Copper Inn). The meetings 
commence at 8.00 p.m. and continue until approximately 10.00 p.m.

There is ample car parking outside the doors, which is free after 
6.00 p.m. (at the time of printing)

All the talks are well illustrated and most speakers are professional 
or semi-professional photographers, so you can expect a high stan-
dard of illustration.

A raffle is held at each meeting, and refreshments and RSPB Sales 
items are available, all proceeds going towards Group funds.

Field trips
A busy schedule of outdoor trips enables us to see many different 
species of birds and other wildlife.  You don’t need to be an expert 
as members are always willing to give you help and advice.

Meeting points are given with the details for each trip and trips must 
be paid for in advance. Please remember to take your RSPB mem-
bership card with you on all visits to reserves. Otherwise the warden 
will charge you a visitor’s fee.
 
As some of the locations can be fairly remote, we always recom-
mend appropriate clothing and shoes. A packed lunch and a flask of 
something warm is also highly recommended.

It is now illegal to smoke on mini-buses and we ask you kindly re-
frain from smoking if car-sharing.
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Trading events and social activities
We are always glad of volunteers to help out with the various trading 
events we have each year.  Only those we have already confirmed are 
included in the programme, there will be plenty more coming as dates 
get set.  Remember to keep an eye on the group’s website for more 
information.  If you can help please do contact a member of the com-
mittee.

We run two or three social events throughout the year, and people are 
always welcome to come along.  Tickets would normally be sold in 
advance to give us an idea for catering, so if you want to come along 
please contact a committee member.

Group membership fees
Subscriptions are due at the beginning of each season’s programme 
and include entrance to all indoor meetings.
Adults  £15
Juniors  £10

Entrance fees for visitiors
Adults  £5
Juniors  Half price
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Offers of help are always greatly appreciated, so please contact a member of 
the committee.

Programme is correct at the time of going to print, however we 
often add new activities, so please check the website or our facebook page 
for up-to-date information. 

Why not subscribe to us now, and find us at : 
www.facebook.com/ReadingRSPB
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September
Tues 10 “CONFESSIONS OF A BIRD 
GUIDE” by Rick and Elis Simpson
Based on birding trips to Brazil – if you ever 
wondered what your guide thinks of you – 
now is the time to find out!!
Sat 14  WOODCOTE FESTIVAL 
Woodcote     RG8 0SD
Sun 15 DINTON PASTURES,
A walk around the lakes of the country park 
near Woodley, we should find some late 
summer migrants and the first wintering 
ducks should have arrived. RG5 4UE 

October
Wed 2 Mid-Week Walk
Meeting at 10.00, in the car park of the Row-
barge Pub at Woolhampton for a morning 
stroll around Woolhampton Gravel Pits.
Tues 8 “BIRD WATCHING IN THE 
DARK” with Graham Giddens
Examining what birds do at night, including 
roosting behaviour, feeding and 
migrating. 
Sat 19  COIN COLLECTION at Asda, 
Lower Earley, running between 09:30 and 
15:30
Sun 20 PAGHAM HARBOUR
Minibus trip to Pagham Harbour in search of 
passage waders and migrants. 

November
Sat 9   QUIZ NIGHT
Starting at 7:30 p.m our popular annu-
al quiz night – why not come as a team? 
Burghfield Village Hall.  RG7 3EN
Tues 12 “LAMMERGEIERS OF THE 
SPANISH PYRENEES” with Ashley Grove
The life history of the “bone-breaker” and 
the species that share its world, including 
raptors and various smaller birds.
Sun 17 WALLASEA ISLAND
A minibus trip to the new RSPB reserve in 
Essex which used the spoil from the 
Crossrail project to create habitat for a 
coastal realignment project. The area is al-
ready good for waders and raptors.

December
Sat 7  CHRISTMAS TREE SALE at 
Caversham Court between 10:00 – 14:00 
     RG4 7AD
Tues 10 Dec MEMBERS EVENING,
A chance to provide 10 minutes of 
entertainment and enjoy some good grub.
Sun 15 Dec FLEET POND
A visit to Fleet Pond to look for wintering 
ducks and other birds such as siskins and 
firecrest.     GU14 0LZ

January
Tues 14  “WILDLIFE OF THE 
OKANAGAN VALLEY with Lee Morgan
A tour of Canada’s only desert. 
Sun 19 STAINES RESERVOIR
A morning walk along the causeway at 
Staines is a good spot for wintering ducks, 
and often black-necked grebes. TW19 7PS
Wed 22 Mid-Week Walk
Meeting at 10.00, in the car park of the Fox 
and Hounds Pub at Shefield Bottom for a 
morning stroll around Hosehill Lake.

February
Tues 11 “EH? WHAT? PARDON?” with 
David Darrell-Lambert
Looking at birds and the noises they 
make. 
Sun 16 RAINHAM MARSHES RSPB
A minibus trip to the east side of London to 
visit this reserve which has a large area of 
wet meadows which contains lots of ducks 
and golden plover, also good for raptors 
and water pipits.

March
Tues 10 “HARRIDANS, HEDWIG AND 
HAWKS: BIRDS IN LITERATURE” with Ailsa 
Claybourn
How birds have been presented in litera-
ture over the years, from Shakespeare to 
J.K.Rowling. Why did King Lear call one of 
his daughters ‘detested kite’? And what’s 
wrong with Hedwig?
Fri 13   SKITTLES EVENING,
Will Friday the 13th be unlucky for some, 
with the first ball thrown at 19:30 why not 
come along and find out.
Wallingford Sports Centre. OX10 9RB
Sun 15 WITHYMEADE
A morning walk round the local nature re-
serve near Goring, we will look for woodland 
birds and maybe the first chiffchaff of the 
year.     RG8 0HS

April
Tues 14 “QUETZAL QUEST: COSTA 
RICA” by Chris Ward
Exceptional biodiversity – mammals, insects, 
reptiles and birds.
Sat 18  NATIONAL BEANPOLE DAY, at 
Caversham Court between 10:00 and 15:00 
     RG4 7AD
Sun 19 UPTON WARREN
A minibus trip to this reserve in Worcester, 

which is a series of flashes and reedbeds, 
we have visited it once before. It should be 
good for passage waders and other birds, 
avocets breed here.

May
Sun 3  DAWN CHORUS DAY
For the early risers we start at 4:30 a.m. to 
catch the birds waking up to another day. 
     RG4 6RT 
Fri 8  SOUTH STOKE MAY FAIR  
between 12:00 and 17:00  RG8 0JS 
Sun 10 BURGHFIELD MAY FAIR
between 10:00 and 16:00  RG30 3SE
Tues 12 AGM followed by:-
“THE OTMOOR STORY” with David Wilding
The reserve manager of Otmoor brings us 
up to date on the happenings at the 
Oxfordshire reserve. 
14- 17   WEEKEND AWAY IN MID-
WALES
Our weekend away will be to look for pied 
flycatchers, redstarts, wood warblers and 
osprey at the Ynys-hir and Lake Vyrnwy 
RSPB reserves plus a visit to Dyfi Osprey 
Project. 
Wed 20 Mid-Week Walk
Meeting at 10.00, in the car park at Paices 
Wood, Aldermaston for a stroll around the 
site.

June
Tues 9  “UGANDA” with Chris Magin
20 years of RSPB support to the birdlife 
partner NatureUganda. 
Fri 12   PADWORTH COMMON 
On our annual evening walk to see nightjars 
and woodcock we will visit Padworth 
Common, which never fails to deliver the 
target birds.    RG7 4JB

July
TBC  Woodcote Rally 
Full details available nearer the time, con-
tact George Noble.

August
2nd Earley Green Fair
Full details available nearer the time, con-
tact George Noble.

This programme is correct at the time of 
printing.  However,  events may change in 
order to get the latest information visit us 

at:
www.reading-rspb.org

or find us on facebook at:
www.facebook.com/ReadingRspb
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